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What is knoWledge Valorisation?
transforming research results into solutions for society 
is key to ensure our health, to support europe’s recovery 
and to boost the green and digital transitions. knowledge 
valorisation is the term to describe the transformation 
of knowledge and ideas into innovative solutions for the 
benefit of citizens.

industry-academia collaboration as
a channel for knoWledge Valorisation
European valorisation policy promotes the 
transformation of knowledge through different channels, 
from the creation of innovative spinoffs and startups, 
to intellectual property management and citizen 
engagement1.  one of these valorisation channels is 
industry-academia collaboration. 

Industry-academia collaboration can:

•	 foster a mutual exchange between knowledge 
generators and business actors;

•	 boost private investments in research;
•	 lead to more inventions and patents;
•	 facilitate the flow of knowledge and talents into 

companies; 
•	 enhance researchers’ skills and understanding of 

the market needs;
•	 increase entrepreneurial culture among researchers.

this improves not only the competitiveness of 
European industry and the research and innovation 
system, but supports the development of green, 
innovative and digital solutions for society.

the eu aims to increase industry-academia collaboration 
across the European Research Area (ERA), while 
ensuring academic freedom and independence. the 
ERA Hubs initiative will be launched as an overarching 
networking framework and platform of cooperation 
working on common agendas that can mobilise funding 
for job creation, skill development and knowledge 
valorisation.
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1. For the the overall picture of the valorisation channels, see our Policy review “research and innovation valorisation channels and tools. Boosting the transformation of knowledge into new sustainable 
solutions”
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hoW to support industry-academia collaboration
some tools to support industry academia-collaboration are:

Intersectoral mobility programmes, which favour the mobility 
of researchers from academia to industry and vice versa.

industry-academia joint research projects and contract 
research.

public-private partnerships, which align public and private 
investments to speed up the process ‘from lab to market’.

academic rewards for researchers who engage in 
collaboration with industry. 

shared industry-academia training programmes, to develop 
the necessary technical competences, human capital and 
technology transfer skills among researchers.

Joint research & technology infrastructures (e.g. laboratories) 
which facilitate industry-academia synergies and promote 
research on advanced industrial projects. 

eu programmes for intersectoral mobility
successful instruments at the eu level facilitate knowledge exchange through the mobility of people, such as erasmus+, 
Marie skłodowska-curie actions, european sMe innovation associate, and the Masters and PhD programmes of the 
european institute of innovation and technology (eit). Building upon this success, the eu is working on new complementary 
actions to further increase industry-academia collaboration. 

Marie Skłodowska Curie Actions
Msca in horizon europe will provide more opportunities 
for researchers and r&i staff to work on excellent projects in 
the non-academic sector, including through industry-academia 
joint supervision in Msca industrial Doctorates.

Teaming up talents for innovation
as foreseen in the european skills agenda, a new 
concept will be tested to promote industry-academy knowledge 
exchange, focusing on companies’ research and innovation 
needs and supporting co-creation teams of students, 
researchers and companies own personnel.

EIT
will design and coordinate new systemic support actions for 
the development of entrepreneurial and innovation capacity of 
higher education institutions and their integration in innovation 
ecosystems, and offer concrete opportunities for university-
business cooperation in 2021-2027.

learn more
EU valorisation policy website

ERA4You
will improve access to excellence by strengthening 
international and intersectoral mobility for researchers. it will 
spread favourable working conditions, promote access to mobility 
programmes and boost permeability and employability of talents.
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